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Your Guide to Higher and Degree
Apprenticeship Pathways

Welcome to your introduction to higher and degree apprenticeship
pathways in North Wales! Here you can find out why apprenticeships have
grown in popularity as a route into a successful career and how you can
join or support one of the many thousands of individuals currently studying
as apprentices!

Apprenticeships are a great way to apply new knowledge and skills directly
into the workplace.

In the past, apprenticeships have been associated with Construction
trades. Today, the choice of apprenticeships is even wider, with
opportunities across multiple industry sectors.

There are apprenticeship opportunities to suit everyone, as well as many
businesses, across a variety of sectors, regardless of your aspirations and
career goals, so why not explore what's available to you as an individual or
even an employer?
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What are Higher and Degree
Apprenticeships?

Like all apprenticeships, higher and degree apprenticeships combine
practical on the-job training with studying towards an industry-recognised
high level qualification.

Higher Apprenticeships:

Higher apprenticeships are widely recognised as level 4 and S
apprenticeships and are equivalent to the first year of study at university
or a HNC for level 4, or a foundation degree or a HND for level 5.

Higher level apprenticeships provide an alternative to traditional higher
education academic study for experienced individuals who are keen to
further progress their professional development.

Degree Apprenticeships:

Degree Apprenticeships are level 6 apprenticeships.
These programmes provide an alternative, work-
based learning route to a degree. On completion
of the programme you will receive a full
university degree from one of our

regional universities. Application
of skills and knowledge learnt
into the workplace are a
key element of a degree
apprenticeship.
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What are the benefits
of a Higher or Degree
Apprenticeship?

As an Employer:

You can recruit an apprentice at any level, whether they
are just entering the workforce or looking to retrain in
new sector, depending on your business needs.

Apprenticeships are a great way to introduce new
perspectives, encourage innovation, create new ideas
and provide opportunities for staff to challenge
themselves and grow professionally with you.

Apprenticeships are also a great option if your looking to
upskill or re-skill your existing workforce. What better way
to enhance your employees abilities and add value to
your team than through learning as they work!

By utilising higher apprentices, you can:

e Investin your existing employees by
supporting them to develop new skills

e Develop high calibre staff

e (Grow your team

e Improve productivity

There may also funding® available to employers who
recruit apprentices. To find out more and to see if
youre eligible for funding, follow the link.

* Subject to eligibility



https://www.gov.wales/recruit-apprentice-guidance-employers/funding-and-eligibility

Partnenaeth Sgiliau Rhanbarthol
Gogledd Cymru

ﬂ North Wales
Regional Skills Partnership

What are the benefits
of a Higher or Degree
Apprenticeship?

As an Individual:

Apprenticeships are available in a wide range of job
roles and sectors. There is an apprenticeship to suit
everyone, regardless of your skill level or where you are
in your education or career pathway. Whether youre
leaving schooal, finishing college or graduating university,
an apprenticeship could be your next step.

Higher Apprenticeships are a great opportunity to gain
hands-on work experience, learn new skills and gain
nationally recognised qualifications for anyone over the
age of 16™.

As a higher apprentice, you have the opportunity to:

e Work alongside experienced staff

e Develop job specific skills

e Earn awage while you work and get holiday pay

e Boost your earning potential

e (Gain arecognised qualification with no fees

e Access a full package of support, whatever
your needs

* Subject to eligibility
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Why Choose a Higher or
Degree Apprenticeship?

Whether you want to learn in Welsh or English, apprenticeships
are available bilingually, allowing you to choose your preferred
language.

Apprenticeships are an accessible learning stream, with
support available for individuals with learning difficulties or
disabilities.

What will you get?

A funded programme that provides the right skills
and knowledge for your career

Employability skills

Regular coaching in the specific skills that help you do
the job

The chance to earn recognised qualifications

An opportunity to progress and grow personally and
professionally with your employer

A massive confidence boost

You can become an apprentice at any stage of your career”,
so why not see what's available to you?

* Subject to eligibility
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Apprenticeship Pathways

Apprenticeships have clear pathways and opportunities for progression,
but you can start your apprenticeship journey at any level”.

N

Once youve completed your apprenticeship, Continuous
Professionall

your journey doesn’'t have to stop there.
You can continue to develop your skills
through other Continuous Professional
Development opportunities.

Development

Degree
*subject to eligibility IR Apprenticeship

‘ / Level &

Higher

Apprenticeship
Level4/5

Apprenticeship Equivalent to 3 A-Levels

Level 3

Foundation

Apprenticeship =~ ----==========--===--=--- Equivalent to 5 GCSEs
Level 2

Please note: Not all pathways are available at each level
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To find out more about regional provision and specific pathways,
get in touch directly with the colleges and they will be able to offer
suitable support and guidance to find the right course for youl

—
Swansea Liniversity
Prifysgol Abertawe WALES CYMRU
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Case Studies

“l was keen to add to my qualifications
after  finishing my degree. An
apprenticeship was the perfect option
for me as | could start my career as
well as continuing to develop my skills.”

Level 4, Project Management Apprentice

We have had two apprentices and
both have been valuable additions to
the team. It's beneficial on both sides
as it gives the apprentice a feel of

working with various organisations
within our partnership whilst allowing
those partners to get to know the
apprentice.

Local Employer

‘| have gained confidence and new
skills and brought value and fresh ideas
into my organisation, something that
may nhot have been unleashed or
utilised if not for the Apprenticeship.”

Level 4, Business Admin Apprentice
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Getting Started

For Employers

For free impartial Information and support, contact Business Wales or
complete the EQI on this link and a member of the Apprenticeships Team
will get in touch with you.

Business Wales are a great resource to find out more about Higher and
Degree Apprenticeships. Follow these links to learn more:

* Higher Apprenticeships

e Deagree Apprenticeships

For Individuals

If you've been inspired by the opportunity to earn while you learn, take the
first step to your future:

 To find out more about what it means to be an apprentice, visit
gov.wales/apprenticeshipswales or call 0800 028 4844.

» To explore the types of apprenticeships available in North Wales, take a
look at this apprenticeship vacancy board.

* If youre unsure if an apprenticeship is right for you, visit Working Wales
for some top tips on seeking the right support, learning new skills, CV and
work advice.

13


https://www.gov.wales/apprenticeships-genius-decision
https://findanapprenticeship.service.gov.wales/
https://workingwales.gov.wales/change-your-story/apprenticeships
https://businesswales.gov.wales/skillsgateway/apprenticeships
https://businesswales.gov.wales/skillsgateway/skills-and-training-programmes/workplace-skills/higher-level-apprenticeships
https://businesswales.gov.wales/skillsgateway/degree-apprenticeships
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